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chinerj', all toil will be reduced to the 
pressing of a button. Then, methinks, 
capital and labor will have a merry game 
of “Who’s got the button?” Don’t 
you think you’d better learn how to play 
it now ? 


the cause of hostilities. The “Rank 
and File” looked blankly at each other 
for inspiration, till Johnson finally, in 
sheer desperation, mustered up cour¬ 
age enough to remark, gallantly, albeit 
somewhat disjointedly, that it was be¬ 
cause Mary Ellen had deserted them. 
Brown indorsed this immediately, but 
they were both brought up short with 
“Rubbish!” and another volley of ques¬ 
tions. Maty Ellen, however, could get 
nothing out of the "Rank and File,” 
except that probably the papers were 
the cause of the trouble. They stuck to 
this point so persistently that finally she 
gathered up a pile of back numbers of 
official and unofficial organs and tc*k 
them home to read. 

No one knew how she managed it. 
but when New Year’s eve came around 
every member of the club was in his 
I>lacc around the table at the Hartley 
cottage, and Mary Ellen resplendent gi 
a new gown, was such a perfect hostess 
that she soon dissipated the frost with 
which the "boys” had come together 
for the first time after their recent es¬ 
trangement. O’Hara, who had been 
purposely seated next to old Bob, was 
perceptibly cool for some time, but he 
melted at the second helping of turkey, 
and completely forgot his “official or¬ 
gan" while he discussed the local gos¬ 
sip with the old shoemaker. 

The baker, on the other side of the 
table, was tempted to air his material¬ 
istic views at Merton’s expense, but a 
warning "Dad!” from Mary Ellen, 
"Don’t forget—to pass Mr. Merton the 
cranberry sauce!” made him look quite 
ashamed for some reason. However, 
he quickly rallied and told his best 
story, just as he used to do "before the 
war.” as Bob called the "late impleas- 


MERLIN’S MIXTURE 
OF BRIGHT SAYINGS 


MUSINGS IN MY 

!• 'Wlnchenkj' LEISURE HOUR 


The Sanity of Socialism. 

Sometimes when I think of social con¬ 
ditions as they exist teday, and of the 
countless incongruities and absurdities 
that are everywhere apparent. 1 cannot 
but fancy that this world is the lunatic 
asylum of the universe, and that all the 
fools in creation have been dumped on 
this planet. 

The system of planless production, of 
competitive waste, of nightmarish ad¬ 
vertising. of misapplied forces, of class 
conflict, seems one that could only be 
planned by idiots and perpetuated by 
fools. 

. .And when 1 think of the sane and 
sensible propositions of Socialism, and 
see how they are ridiculed and rejected 
by the mass, the impression of prevalent 
idiocy is confirmed. 

.All that is good and workable in our 
social life is based on Socialistic prin¬ 
ciples. (,)iir schools, jiarks, fire depart¬ 
ments. postoffice, and all the public util¬ 
ities that arc of most service and give 
best satisfaction are already socialized. 

When we becoOie .sane, as a people, 
we shall recognize the fact that the .So¬ 
cialist prnciple of public ownership is 
the one. and the only one. on which 
modern society can exist at all. 

.A Windstorm. 

Last night I attended a big pro-Boer 
meeting in Faneuil hall, in Bostoti. The 
old "cradle of liberty” was jammed full 
of struggling and uproarious humanity. 
From the superabundant quantity of my 
native brogue that was in evidence, it 
might literally have been called a Pat- 
riot-ic meeting. 

Every expression of hatred for the 
British bully, and of sympathy for the 
Boer patriot, was cheered to the echo. 
If every word had been a bullet, then the 
flow of eloquence would have proven as 
deadly a stream to the British as the 
Tugela river. 

It was a sad waste of wind. .Apart 
from its littleness of influence upon the 
conflict in South Africa, the energy ex¬ 
erted could have been used to be.tter, 
.— .. 

as oppressed as the Boers. The latter 
arc defending their gold mines; the 
former is defending his very life from 
the greed of capitalists at home. W hen 
we have fought our foes at home, we 
may perhaps have time to indulge in a 


Hope for Harvard. 

The formation of a Socialist club in 
Harvard is one of the most promising 
signs of the time. Recently, it seems, a 
number of the students who are imbued 
witli Socialistic sympathies decided to 
form a social reform club. Its purpose 
is to study social conditions and to find 
the cause and cure of social evils. Its 
effect will be to form a nucleus of So¬ 
cialist sentiment in the college, whose 
influences may be very far-reaching. 

It is encouraging, indeed, to see thi.s 
fountain of knowledge springing up in 
the oasis of Harvard’s intellectual igno¬ 
rance. Ordinarily we do not expect to 
find modem students who know any¬ 
thing—except about a football punt or a 
rowing skiff. We have learned to con¬ 
sider, and not without good cause, that 
the average student develops his calves 
at the expense of his brains. 

"This social club, therefore, disproves 
the impression that in these centers of 
learning the muscle had crowded out the 
mind, and that dead languages were uni¬ 
versally considered to be of greater im¬ 
portance than living' issues. There is 
still hope for Harvard. 

Parrotic Propagandists. • 

While in a barber shop yesterday, I 
was sounding the barber on his social 
views, and on the views of the public 
concerning Socialism. 

He said: "’There was one of those 
fellows in here an hour ago, talking 
about Socialism.” 

“What did you think about it?” 

“Oh,” he replied, “I think some 
things he said were all right. He went 
pretty deep into the subject. Trouble 
was, he went into it so deep I couldn’t 
follow him at all.” 

Herein lies the secret of our frequent 
failure in personal propaganda work. 
We are so profoundly wise that our au¬ 
ditors remain profoundly ignorant. We 
try to crowd six-inch ideas into two-inch 
minds. We try to teach the advanced 
principles of economics to kindergarten 

was'te an oia ocoicma.,, 
who said he only knew two tunes. One 
was “Old Hundred’ and the 
wasn’t. And so there are many ^cia - 
ists who only know two words. One is 
“proletariat” and the other ^ 

us cease repeating, parrot-hke, » c'' pe* 
phrases, and express, in clear and com 
mon English, the plain principles of So¬ 
cialism. 

The New Brotherhood. 

On the last Saturday of the old )ear 
a number of us were spending the even¬ 
ing at Dr. Konikow s, m Boston. Se\ • 
Sfl comrades from New \ork and 
Newark were present, on their wa\ to 
attend Mayor Chase’s 'nau^ral Dur¬ 
ing the evening Leonard D. Abbott of 
New York related the following charm¬ 
ing incident, illustrative of Socialist 
comradeship; 

Not long ago he r«e>ved a communi¬ 
cation from a Jewish Socialist. - 
ing able to interpret it himself, ne car¬ 
ried it into a part of the Literary Diges 
publishing rooms, where a numl^r 
Jewish compositors were at Wan ¬ 

ing it to one of them, he asked him to 
read it. The printer took it and cora- 


Old Bob Qayton held a monopoly of 
repairing shoes in the sleepy little town 
of Santa Juanita, state of California. 

Nobody could tell when the old 
man’s store became the Socialist head¬ 
quarters of the little town. There is a 
revolutionary inspiration in the pur> 
gent txlor of new leather, and the 
•’boys,” who came to the store to kill 
time, had talked themselves into So¬ 
cialism so long ago that the inhabitants 
of the place evinced little surprise when 
discussions of the co-operative com¬ 
monwealth and ot.her kindred subjects 
rose above the sound of old Bob’s ham¬ 
mer and lapstone. The customers did 
not complain, either, when they came 
for their shoes; on the contrary, they 
rather liked it, and so long as good na¬ 
ture and an easy toleration of each 
other’s peculiarities marked the pro¬ 
ceedings the old shoemaker was per¬ 
fectly happy. 

But latterly a new and ugly spirit 
was creeping into the discussions of the 
little group. Johnson and Brown, the 
inseparable "rank and file” (tliev had 


Here,^ young folks, is something 
which Capt. Cuttle would have advised 
you to "overhaul and make a note on.” 
Speaking at the Hanover conference of 
the German Social Democracy, on the 
questions raised by Bernstein, Aug. Be- 
bel. on Oct. to, i8^. said: 

"Holding judgment ov’er heretics 
would presuppose that we have dog¬ 
mas. But if ever a party was free from 
them, it is the Social Democrafic party, 
and it anybody ever resolutely opposed 
dogmatic teachings, then Mar.x and En¬ 
gels did. _ Having no dogmas, we, as a 
consequence, cannot have any trials for 
heresy. .-X. party, moreover, among 
whose foremost demands bn the present 
state is the removal of all limitations to 
tile free e.xpression of opinion, would 
belie its own principles if it would deny 
to its own members that which if claims 
at the hands of existing society. Tlie 
right of free criticism is something be¬ 
yond questioning. Criticism is, of 
course, always Unpleasant, because 
neither individuals nor parties ever 
change opinions over night. The free¬ 
dom of criticism is our life principle ; it 
is the very air which we live on." 

• * * 

The crowned swashbuckler who an¬ 
swers to the title, name and number of 
Emperor William 11 . is of the opinion 
that the Social Democracy aforesaid is 
on the wane. Some fifty years agei Jo¬ 
hann Jacoby, who subsequently became 
a Socialist at the age of 70, told one of 
William’s ancestors to his facd that it 
was always the misfortune of kings that 
they would not hear the truth. It would 
seem that they cannot see it either. 


By the way, those words of the great 
Jacoby are engraved on his tombstone. 
He is buried in Koenigsberg Prussia, 
and in the hearts of thousands of So¬ 
cialists. 


! afel^jce, I made, up my profit and loss 

i UaS * 1 .,^ T>1lrvfMn* 

Gained—Five members for the locaf 
branch. Lost—One Sunday’s rest, aji 
umbrella and a front tooth. Consider¬ 
ing that the new recruits were of the 
right stuff, while the tooth was a de¬ 
cayed one, tile umbrella a wreck, of its 
former self, and the day’s rest of a some-^ 
what doubtful quality, 1 should have 
very little to grumble at. The trouble 
is that the new members were acquired 
not by my eloquence, but by a promise, 
duly fulfilled, to give them a reading. 
Such is life in the recruiting bu.siness. 

* ♦ « 

John Swinton writes for the New 
York W’orld. Here is the old fable of 
the gem in the dust bin adequately il¬ 
lustrated. We can all admire the gem 
all the same, even those of us who'may 
not find its glittering exactly to their 
taste. .And how young the old nuin is! 

I * * * 

Of course .unity pbtained at the ex¬ 
pense of tolerance and freedom would 
be an undesirable bargain, but the thing 
can be discussed without assuming that 
we are facing or proposing an uncondi¬ 
tional surrender. What we ought to be 
able to bring about is that much of.har¬ 
mony which would suffice to obviate the 
disgraceful spectacle of a three-cornered 
fight among Socialists next fall. Our 
working together would be sure to have 
amalgamation follow in its wake, if it 
could not be preceded by it. 

♦ * » 

The Molineu.x poison case has already 
taken up over fifty days. Tlie question 
before the jury is: Has he or has he 
not intended to kill Harry Cornish? A 
tniscarriage of justice would result in the 
destruction of one inr ocent man, and 
we are laudably cautious. Of course, 
homicide on a large scale is quite a dif¬ 
ferent thing, as Mark Hanna and Joe 
Cliambcrlain will conclusively prove to 
you, should they ever be pleased to 
vouchsafe an explanation. 


good a Socialist as any of 
plause from the "Rank and File.”] She 
looked fixedly at O’Hara, and he 
bowed a ready acquiescence. He w'as 
willing to repudiate his "official organ” 
on the spot. "A'ou don’t know how it 
pains me to come back to Santa Juanita 
to find my old comrades divided. (The 
baker and clerk looked decidedly un- 
comfortjiblc.] 1 am not going to blame 
any one. A'our zeal for our noble cause 
has outrun your discretion—that is all. 
A’ou can’t make all Socialists think 
alike on all subjects. A'ou have tried it 
and you have failed. Now try the other 
method and tolerate each other’s differ¬ 
ences of opinion. 

"Mr. Merton, your insi.stence on a 
high ethical standard to our movement 
does you credit. [Her father’s mate¬ 
rialistic brows contracted.] It was cer¬ 
tainly needed here when I came home. 
['Hie brows smoothed out again.] Mr. 
O’Hara, your clear insight, into the 
class struggle is certainly .conurienda- 
ble; but remember you will find So¬ 
cialists of other schools of thought 
shoulder to shoulder with you in the 
hour of victoiy; and, comrades all, if 
you would escape a repetition of recent 
misfortunes, never forget that the spirit 
of toleration is the grandest product of 
the century now drawing to its close.” 
[Enthusiastic applause.] 

’The "Rank and File” were evidently 
in a state of volcanic eruption. Old 
Bob said afterward that it was Mary 
Ellen’s work, but that will never be 
known. Johnson told Brown confiden¬ 
tially afterward that it was a mystery 
how he ever managed to do it, but at 
any rate he rose in great trepidation 
and moved that they celebrate the new 
year by sending for a charter from the 
Social Democratic party—the party 
that stood for the sentiments so ably 
expressed ^ our worthy comrade. 
Miss Mary Ellen Hartley, and of which 
member. 

"The longest speech of my life,” he 
breathlessly whispered to Browni as the 
latter hastily seconded the motion. 

There was not a dissenting vote when 
the motion was put, and after Mary El¬ 
len had been gallantly escorted to the 
door by old Bob, and the wine was 


worse until, from being the rendezvous 
of the wits of the tjown, the shoe store 
became first an anned camp and at 
last was completely deserted. Tlie 
Rank and File held the fort to the last, 
in gloomy silence, but since there was 
no one to listen to any longer, they 
tilted their chairs back and indulged in 
reminiscences of tie good old times 
when any one coulil call himself a So¬ 
cialist without beiig expected • to re¬ 
peat a catechism as long as the fOrty- 
nine articles. 

Mary Ellen Htrtley, the baker’s 
daughter, was home again. She made a 
pretty picture as sie came down the 
main street of the qiiet little town, dis¬ 
pensing smiles and Greetings, right and 
left, with a reckless prodigality, to her 
numerous friends ad admirers. Bust¬ 
ling into the old mai’s shoe store like a 
whirlwind, with a "Hlello, Bob! Merry 
Christmas! Don’t ft up!” she drew a 
chair up to the sideof his bench, seized 
his hand in both hr own and inquired 
about his health wh almost maternal 
solicitude. Havingsatisfied herself on 
this point—for Bo did not take as 


conventional sign which gives 
and the means to profit by the 
others. The domination of one 1 
many is simply owing to the fac 


and a hearty handshake 
strangers into comrades. And yet tolK. 
say we Socialists are irreligious! 1 tell 
you, comrades, if there is anj* 
worth having, it is found m that ^ci 
ist spirit that makes strangers km and 
brothers of us all. 


At St. Helen’s a mechanical device 
has been introduced into the glass 
ries that displaces all the blowers. What 
hitherto has been done by the human 
mouth will be done hereafter b>' a me- 
chanicai process. As a result, the wo 
ers will be given ample time to blow 
about the beauties of a social system that 
makes a mechanical blessing into a hu- 

~Ts bu? one of a myriad ca^es 
Where machines are 

where steel fingers are toking the pUces 
of human hands. There is not a de^rt- 
ment of industry in which this tendency 


When the Reveille of Butte, Mont., 
says the Socialists do not propose to 
“assist the labor element,” it does not 
understand the attitude of the Social 
Democratic party toward the labor ele¬ 
ment, which has always been friendly. 
It seeks the support of trades unionists 
for Socialism, but it does not support 
trades unionists who are seeking jobs 
in the Democratic Republican camps. 
If that is the kind of assistance the 
Reveille is thinking about, then it is 
quite true that Social Democrats have 
none to offer. 


What guaranty has the workingman 
that if Democratic expediency attra-tt 
his vote. Democratic expediency and 
not principle -will attract the men he 
votes for? 


ered and promptly 
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BRYANISM AGAIN 

'iTie Herald has received from a sub¬ 
scriber in Massachusetts a letter in 
which this question is put to the editor; 

“I want to ask yoii whether, if Mr. 
Bryan is placed squarely upon the So¬ 
cialist platform, we should not vote for 
him ? • * * It is a question whether 
we will take the essence through the 
Democratic party, or whether we shall 
refuse it arid wait another four years for 
success ?” 

The writer is not a member of a 
branch of the Social Democratic party, 
or he would certainly not propounil 
such a question. A Social Ilemocrat 
knows that the chances of Mr. Bryan's 
being "placed stpiarely upon the Social¬ 
ist platform”—that is, the .platform of 
the Social Democratic party—are about 
equal to the chance that Mr. McKinley 
will next week convert his imperialistic 
cabinet into a branch of our party and 
start a Socialist propaganda in the white 
house. It is worth while remembering, 
and no .restatement of the. fact ought to 
be necessary, that .M*-. Bryan is not a 
Socialist, lie has taken some pains to 
have this understood by declaring 
against Sdcialisin. In tSy6 he would 
h.ave none of the tenets of I’opulisni, ex¬ 
cept free silver, in his platform. He was 
quite svilling, with the aid of the Demo¬ 
cratic "board of strategy,” to corral 
Populist votes, but he was oppo.sed to 
being placed squarely or otherwise upon 
the Populist platform. The sole pur- 
jiose of any attempt by the "board of 
strategy" iii lyoo to place biin upon the 
Socialist iilatlorm would>}je to get votes. 
If they succeeded in that to the extent 
of electing him. the Socialist platform 
uould be relegated to the limbo of the 
forgotten. .s<ocialism would not be .id; 
v.'inced by anything the Democratic par¬ 
ty might be likely to do. 

Mr. Bryan is a middle-class reformer, 
an advocate of free-silver coinage and 
the folly of smashing the trusts by leg-. 
islatTon. Like Mr. McKinley, be has a 
wav to rid society of the trust problem. 
The former wants a commission, with 
]>owers similar to those of the interstate 
Lonimerce commission, which has been 
a failure, while Bryan wants a licensing 
board to authorize good trusts to do 
business and prevent the bad trusts from 
doing anvthing. There is no choice be¬ 
tween the two, since both are supremely 
ridiculous. 

It. is not a question whether we will 
take the essence of Socialism through 
the Democratic party, because that par¬ 
ty does not understand what that es¬ 
sence is; neither does Mr. Bryan, al¬ 
though he is opposeijl to it. His unintel¬ 
ligent and illogical method, so far as he 
may be said to have of dealing with 

txusts. ■tho u . ' JS — c l c ajy ', , *•" 

does not undtTflatf* the modern indus¬ 
trial movement and Ihas no real concep¬ 
tion of the revolutiijn now going on in 
sucietv. If his dimiijiishing following in¬ 
sists that he has. then we in turn insist 
that no .\merican politician ever so thor¬ 
oughly covered up his true convictions 
in a torrent of mere words and an over¬ 
worked advocacy ol fatuous and inade¬ 
quate reforms. ' Democrats may take 
which horn of the dilemma they choose. 
We take the former. Mr. Bryan, like 
the Democratic pary. is not up to date. 

In this year—tgco—with a presiden¬ 
tial campaign on lund—those who are 
not for Socialism a-e against it; those 
who are not with ui are against us, and 
they who support tie Democratic party 
will be against us aid ag^ainst Socialism 
equall) with suppoters of Republican¬ 
ism. The essence if Socialism can lie 
bad only through a Socialist party. 

We repeat again that Social Demo¬ 
crats are not suppoting Bryanism. 


for "getting’business” will be abolished 
and ^e incomes of thousands of agents 
will vanish. Then, too, the scalper is to 
be eliminated and an army of superflu¬ 
ous clerks and assistants will be made to 
hit the cinder path in behalf of this prac¬ 
tical reform and stroke of economy. 
Again, it has been discovered that too 
many fast trains,, put into service as the 
result of .'harp competition, are run¬ 
ning. As competition is something the 
babblers about it don't want, these 
trains will have to go, and a lot of train¬ 
men will quit howling prosperity when 
they thrust their hands into empty 
pockets. 

You probably remember that con¬ 
gress failed to legalize pooling, so that 
the railroad barons could jilunder the 
people with the sanction of more law. 
But these corporations, the regulators of 
the commerce of the country, can al¬ 
ways find a way to accomplish their pur¬ 
poses. So they will pool anyhow, law 
or no law. However, it is an excellent 
reform; its effects will be felt by a quar- 
tef of a million people, many of whom, 
indifferent to the fate of millions of their 
fellows engaged in productive industry, 
have imagined themselves among the 
most important people "in the push.” .-K 
little practical reform will now convince 
them that they are of very small conse¬ 
quence—a crowd of iiarasites, mere 
clothes-wearing folk, for whom the on¬ 
ward sweep of economic evolution has 
no use. Such master strokes of econ¬ 
omy are doing more for real jirogress 
and the seltlemeiu of the social iiroblem 
than all the Bryaiiilc reformers between 
the two oceans have ever dreamed of. 


this corporation tfiought if it could stop 
that it would raise the funds from its 
own members with which to pay this 
militia company, so that this militia 
company would feel obliged to shoot 
the people whenever this 'company 
want^ it to do so.” 


i^ctal democratic deralti 


organization with all sorts of undesi« 
ble elements. 

At the convention held in Chicago 
in July, 1898, the Social Democqicy^^ 
captured by the colonists (what the? 
have done with it has never transpired) 
and the "seceders” right there formed 
the present Social Demoautic party 

When the fall elections of last year 
came around the party was still in proc¬ 
ess of formation. Even in the “com¬ 
monwealth” of Massachusetts it had 
only thirteen branches. It should be 
borne in mind that in that state, the cra¬ 
dle of .-Xmerican liberty, the native coun¬ 
try of -Whittier and Emerson, as well as 
W'illiam Lloyd Garrison and Wendell 
Phillips, and—what is, perhaps, from 
the standpoint of modem Socialism, still 
more important—industrially one of the 
most advanced portions of the Union 
the new party, even in its original shape! 
was a class-eonscious political ^ialist 
organization with no nonsense about it 
We were, however, in the autumn of 
i8y8. pretty weak even there. 

How great and gratifying was, there¬ 
fore, our surprise when the election re¬ 
sulted in a most substantial victory for 
our cause, two of our men—James F. 
Carey and Louis M. Scates—being 
elected to the state legislature of Mas¬ 
sachusetts. This was followed one 
month later by the election of John C. 
Chase to the office of mayor, accompa¬ 
nied by six men (aldermen and counS- 
men), besides a few minor officers in the 
city government. All this took place in 
Haverhill, a city in the countv of Esse.x, 
with a population of about ”40.000, an 
important industrial center, it being one 
of the greatest .shoe manufacturing 
places—a kind of Northampton in New 
England. 

Two representatives and a Socialist 
mayor! The' capitalist press, witlj an 
.arumeii born of a class-consciousness 
imich more clear-sighted than is unfor¬ 
tunately. that of the pro'etarians, sized 
the whole thing up very correctly, and 
made up its mind that at least in one 
city in .America Socialism had got firm¬ 
ly intrenched. They hoped, however, 
that the movement would remain local¬ 
ized in Haverhill, and they furthermore 
consoled themselves with the expecta¬ 
tion that the thing would not happen 
again, seeing that Chase got elected by 
a plurality, he receiving’2,300 out of a 
total of 7.000-votes, so that if they unit¬ 
ed their forces, they would easily de- 
I'l-at us. 

As time went on the fond hopes of 
our friend'the enemy grew smMler and 
paler—that is, with regard to our move¬ 
ment remaining confined to Haverhill. 
One day the S. D. P. elected a man to 
office in Amesbury; a little later "alann- 
ing” reports be^n to come in from 
Xewburyport, Whitman, Quincy, Rock- 

■'luisvl uatxj CYOZC,** 

as one of the papers called it, was clear¬ 
ly spreading throughout the state. ^ _ 

•And so, when the last full campaign 
was reached, they made up their minds 
and a purse of $40,000 to prevent the 
re-election of our representatives on 
Nov. 7 and that of the first ^ciallst 
mayor in America at the municipal elec¬ 
tion four weeks later. 

Goldbugs, silverbugs and humbugs 
(of the water-cure persuasion) united 
against our lads in many cities and 
towns, notably in Haverhill. Probably 
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SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC PARTY OF AMERICA 


The working class has the capitalist 
class on its back; through rent, interest 
and profit, the capitalist class is appro- 


Tkems or 8uB«0BZPnoM.~-ODA raar, SO o«qU. Sii 
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priating the fruits of the labor power of 
the working class; the capitalist class 
enjoys all the privileges and luxuries 


that unearned wealth can bestow, while 
the working class, living close to the 


subsistence line, is eking out a hand-to- 
mouth existence. And yet there are 
people who deny the class struggle! 
A bit of an oasis in Toledo doesn't alter 
the fact, either. 


. . Editor 

NotUmol Boe*7-TTMM. 
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HERRON NOT A COLONIZER 

file Herald referred last week to a 
new ideal community to be started by 
colonizers in New Jersey. The fact th.it 
the names ol Prof. George D. Herron 
and Mayor Jones were connected w ith 
the scheme was not mentioned. \\ e 
purposely omitted these names until we 
had some positive information that the 
use of them by the prompters (who, we 
now understand, are the publishers of a 
paper called the, Assayer) was, as we 
susiieclcd, unwarranted and without the 
sanction of the two gentlemen referred 
to. We arc now able to state positively 
upon the best information obtainable 
that so far as Prof. Herron is concerned 
he never consented to the use of his 
name in any way. On the contrary .being 
solicited to give his support and influ¬ 
ence to the enterprise, he replied with 
an e.xplicit declination and declared that 
he "did not approve of colony 
schemes.” He protested twice against 
being identified with the proposed ven¬ 
ture, yet his name was used and has 
been given out as one interested in its 
promotion. Prof. Herron is being sub¬ 
jected to much misrepresentation by the 
public press because of this improper as¬ 
sociation of his name with a scheme 
whose promoters deprecate politics and 
political parties. Selah! 

MORE MISINFORMATION 

In answer to a correspondent the 
Workers’ Call (S. L. P.) says in its is¬ 
sue for Jan. 20: 

"C. Claus, Walden, Mass.: The na¬ 
tional executive committee of the S. D. 
P. removed the farmers’ plank from 
tjieir platform, and some time afterward 
submitted their action to a referendum 
vote.” , > - . . 

This is a fair sample of the way misin¬ 
formation is served out by all the S. L. 
P. papers, with the exception, which we 
are happy to note, of the Cleveland Citi¬ 
zen and the Class Struggle. The purpose 
of it is clear to any man who can tell a 
hawk from a handsaw. It is to create 
the impression among members of the 
S. L. P. and Socialists generally that 
the Social Democratic party is not free 
from boss rule, tlie existence of which 
within the S. L. P. has played such 
havoc with that organization. 

What are the facts relative to the 
elimination of the “Demands for Fann¬ 
ers” from the platform? 

1. That for several weeks prior to 
July 6, 1899, the Herald printed a call 
for a conference to be held on that day 
at Oiicago to consider matters of im¬ 
portance to the welfare of the organiza¬ 
tion. 

2. That such a conference was held 
with the result that five different propo¬ 
sitions were SUBMITTED TO A 
REFERENDARY VOTE OF THE 
ENTIRE MEMBERSHIP. 

3. That among the recommendations 
of that conference was one favoring the 
elimination of the “Demands for Farm¬ 
ers.” 

4. That this. recommendation was 
immediately thereafter submitted to the 
members, was voted upon and approved 
by a large majority. 

5. That the “Demands for Farmers” 
were, therefore, “removed,” not by the 
executive board, as the Workers’ Call 
says, but by the members of the party, 
according to the rule of our organiza¬ 
tion governing all such matters. 

In addition to the foregoing, the con¬ 
ference was preceded by a full and free 
discussion of the “demands” and the 


do so. he said: “We only went to Phil¬ 
adelphia on account of money. There 
wasn't anything else to take us there.” 
Vour pure and unselfish patriotism is 
the patriotism of the dollar—the Mark 
Hanna and Republican brand. 

We welcome to our table No. i of the 
•Miners' Magazine, published by the 
Western Federation of Miners, at 1613 
Court place. Denver, Colo. Alike in 
reading matter and typo^aphical 
make-up, it is a credit to the organiza¬ 
tion. and. under the editorship of the 
president, Edward Boyce, it will have 
the good wishes and should receive the 
practical support of all friends of the 
western miners everywhere. The siib- 


Every political party that has ever 
been in power, in .America or elsewhere, 
has upheld the economic system it 
found prevailing. No political party can 
establish justice for the people except 
one that proposes to control the eco¬ 
nomic powers of society in the interest 
of a free life based on economic security 
for the whole people. Such a party is 
the Social Dcmocracv. 


We have advocates of dress reform 
and millions scantily dressed. 

We have advocates of food reform 
and millions without enough to eat. 

We have advocates of educational re¬ 
form and millions with no chance for 
education. 

vv e have advocates of more boule¬ 
vards and millions rotting in social cess¬ 
pools. 

The trust mari'agers are supposed to' 
be trembling with fear since some of 
the reformers have suggested the pub¬ 
licity cure. What a terrible thing it 
would be to put their names in the pa¬ 
pers if they don't behave themselves! 

The capitalist employer of labor re¬ 
fuse to recognize workingmen in their 
organized capacity, but they are quick 
to recognize the value of workingmen’s 
services at as low a rate of wages as 
will buy them. 


END OF THE BEGINNING 

IN THE UN ITED STATES 

[M. Wlnrhevbkj In LonUon JuNttce] 

I he history of the young and vigor¬ 
ous Social Democratic party will some 
day be written for the benefit of our 
"kin beyond the sea,” which, in this 
case, of course, means the Socialists of 
the United Kingdom, i/^-espective of 
race or creed. Should it fall to the lot 
of the present writer to undertake that 
task, he will endeavor to make it clear 
to British Socialists in general, and his 
old comrades in the S. D. F. in particu¬ 
lar, why, in view of the fact that an¬ 
other organization had been in existence 
here for upward of a quarter of a cen¬ 
tury, the new party was established. 

For our present purpose, however, a 
brief outline of the party’s past will suf¬ 
fice. 

After the great railroad strike in Clii- 
cago some five years ago, the American 
Railway union virtually collapsed. Eu¬ 
gene V. Debs, its president, and some 
of his associates, got into prison for six 
months, and the railroad magnates 
breathed more freely. The most honest 
and most big-hearted of this country’s 
"labor leaders”—friends and foes are a 


tidet in the state election, defeating 
Cbmrade Scates in Haverhill, notwith¬ 
standing the fact that his vote increased 
by 150 since last autumn. 

On the other hand, we re-elected Ca¬ 
rey by an increased majority over the 
combined Republicans, Democrats and 
Prohibitionists (temperance men), De 
Leon’s “Socialists” bringing up the 
rear. 

We elected in Rockland Frederick O. 
MacCartney as representative to the 
state legislature by a clear majority over 
both old parties. 

We more than doubled our vote in 
the state for governor. 

We re-elected Chase as mayor of 
Haverhill a^inst four parties, of which 
three were in coalition. Chase carrying 
nearly every ward in the city. 

We elected Charles H. Coulter as 
mayor of Brockton, our man being on 
top of the poll in every one of the seven 


NOTES ANC COMMENT 
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E if the person of 
{with the common 
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live?” 


cally for Socialism. 

Five months later he, at the head of a 
number of people, mostly members of 
the A. R. U., went to work and brought 
into existence what was then known as 
the Social Democracy of America. 

T^e somewhat utopian appendage 
praised and derided respectively under 
the name of the colonization plan was, 
under the'' then prevailing circum¬ 
stances, and more particularly on ac¬ 
count of the deplorable state of the rail¬ 
way union, with thousands of men out 
of employment, not quite unnatural. It 
did not take Debs, however, very long 
to find out that the “plan” was not only 
useless owing to hs illusory character, 
but actually harmful, inasmuch as it 
served to incumber the young Socialist 
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lines east of Chicago—that is, the entke 
transportation system between the Mis¬ 
sissippi' river and the Atlantic seaboard 
—^have concluded to reorganize nptm a 
basis that will oust from their easy jobs 
about fifty thousand men employed as 
local, general, traveling and district 
freight and passenger agents and solic¬ 
itors. Sepantte dty ticket offices in all 
the cities are to be abandoned and joint 
offices take their place. Besides this, all 
forms of commissions heretofore paid 


This number contains the announce¬ 
ment of a work compiled by Comrade 
Frederic Heath and now ready for de¬ 
livery. If you look over the contents 
as they are barely outlined in the ad¬ 
vertisement on page 4, you will see that 
“The Social Democracy Red Book” is 
going to supply a ne^. Send for a 
copy—price, 15 cents—to Debs Pub¬ 
lishing company,. Terre Haute, Ind. 


Francisco to the S. L. P. convention, 
cmled upon us last week and passed a 
piMsant half hour in "the den.” FHKn 
IS for union—-if not organic, then at least 
a political union on one candidate for 
the presidency. With Edlin we can all: 
My that is a consummation devoutly to 
be wished.” 







OaR LEHER BOX 


, , NOTES FROM THE FIELD 

h The Milwaukee ci^ convention will 
I held on Monday, Feb. 12. 

Today (Jan. 27) Comrade Eugene V. 
*' lectures at Beaumont, Texas, 
ere is a strong sentiment in Wis- 
in favor of an English weekly, 
erhood house, Chica.go, is fast 
g a center of the livdiest activ- 
br ^dalism. 

Social Democratic party has 
g offer of a hall for public me«- 
tt the Hull house, Chicago. 




WPOSTANT QUESnON RAISED 

or of the Herald: Through the 
IS of the Herald 1 want to con- 
tbe comrades about the way our 
local nominations should be made, 
have a law in New Jersey which 
to any vottr, who has at the pre- 
,ng election voted for the candidates 
iny party, the right to vole at the par- 
/g primaries—the right to assist in tlie 
f^ ^ina tion of the party's next set of 
’^didates. the law presuming that he 
intends supporting them. 

1 This law is m effect as well m very 
liianv of the states. Considering that 
. ntenibership in a party is acquired by 
voting the ticket, the law seems just and 
^jjgsonablc. But when I proiioseil that 
ward convention be called for the pur- 
i" i>o«e of placing in nomination candi- 
' for ward officers and all invited 
: vrho had voted the party’s ticket at the 
' jgst 'election, some of our comrades oh- 
i jected and a discussion arose in which 
: 1 was in a "large” minority. My opjm- 
nents claimed that only the members of 
the organization, which, by the way, 

■ did not number one-eighth of the num- 
r her of votes cast at the preceding elec- 

■ don. were qualified to take part in such 
* convention. 

’ Now. as 1 think our national conven- 
: don ought to regulate this matter, 1 
have put it before your readers that the 
question may be discussed and thrashed 
out. I have many and cogent argu¬ 
ments to offer, but content .myself at 

■ this time with a fair and impartial state¬ 
ment of the problem. 

.\ New Jersey Comrade. 


UNION WITH HARMONY OR NO UNION 

Editor of the Herald; Since the pub 
licadon of niy letter on unity with the 
S. L. P., events have taken place here 
in Massachusetts which, in view of state¬ 
ments I then made, make it seem neces- 
garv for me to again express myself. 

6ne of the reasons for the organiza¬ 
tion of the S. D. P. and its suiiport by 
many old-time .Socialists was because of 
the attitude of the S. L. P. toward trades 
imionism. We desired a propaganda 
with more argument and less personal 
abuse. To test the wisdom of those who 
bnilded our party, which we so far are 
abundantly satisfied with, our methods 
of agitation must be maintained, even if 
we have to go it alone. 

There are a number of people, some in 
Massachusetts, whose personality is 
"conspicuous at home and abroad in 
everything that has made a Socialist 
party contemptible in the eyes of trades- 
union men who ought and might long 
ago, with a decent propaganda, have 
been in the Socialist political movement. 
The break in the S. L. P. last summer 
resulted in many good Socialists' with¬ 
drawing from the support of that wing, 
who still support the old national execu¬ 
tive committee. If the make-up of what 
is termed the "kangaroos" had stopped 
with what was organized in Boston and 
Massachusetts, or elsewhere, for all that 
I know, of those who separated on the 
question of principle, I would continue 
to say, as I have said, let us by all means 
unite. Invite the S. L. P. to join us in 
a body. , 

But when "kangaroos” in Massachu¬ 
setts unite to place in power and prom¬ 
inent position those who are known all 
oyer the state as the most offensive ad¬ 
vocates of the most offensive kind of De 
Leon tactics, whose personality is con¬ 
spicuous for all that caused the organ¬ 
isation of our party and man^ of our 
prominent workers to leave ttie o.d S. 
L. P., I say it is best to go slow. 

Our friends of the anti-Dc Leon S. 
L. P., by seeking and assisting into 
prominence and power those who rep¬ 
resent all that called for our party or¬ 
ganization, who were the rabid support¬ 
ers of the De Leon national executive 
committee against the new, and are now 
only at the last moment leaving De 
Leonism because they cannot personally 
dominate, make union with them dan¬ 
gerous for us. We would certainly com¬ 
promise ourselves and endanger the 
dsethods which have satisfied us by our 
wceesses of the wisdom of our party 
"fe its policy and propaganda. 

I do riot wish to be uncompromising¬ 
ly opposed to unity, but if new elements 
^>pear as they already are, we must be 
cweful. Unity with harmony means 
^progress. Unity that would certainly rc- 
soh in the contentions which in the past 
have made the work for Socialism in the 
S. L. P. tiresome and discouraging, 
Vonid again make necessary a new de- 
pittttre. Squire E. Putney. 

Somerville, Mass. 
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Comrade James F. Carey, invited by 
the students, recently spoke on Social¬ 
ism at Harvard. 

Comrade Charles B. Malpas was 
elected chairman of the famous Branch 
No. 9 at Brockton recently. 

Mayor Coulter is filling appointments 
as speaker at all sorts'of public gather¬ 
ings with credit to himself and the party. 

Comrade William Horgan has been 
made organizer for the city of -Chicago. 
He has the best wishes of all in his 
work. 

'Phe Socialist women of Brockton arc 
holding meetings to arrange for a grand 
fair soon to be held under Social Demo¬ 
cratic auspices. 

Comrade F. G. R. Gordon may trans¬ 
fer the scene of his active labors from 
Girard. Kan., to Wisconsin, where he is 
wanted for state organizer. 

Comrade .-X. S. Edwards spoke at a 
well-attended meeting under the au¬ 
spices of Branch No. q, at Brotherhood 
house,'’ Chicago, last Friday night. 

Comrade John C. Wesley of San 
Francisco is one of the faithful, relia¬ 
ble workers on the const, whose elTorts 
are appreciated b -'1 who know him. 

.■Xdeibert M. Dewey is now a member 
of the Social Democratic party, having 
been elected to Liberty branch, San 
Francisco, et a meeting held Jan. 14. 

The first batch of delegate credentials 
were sent out from headquarters to 
branches in good standing last Satur¬ 
day, and more followed during the 
week.. 

Comrade G. 1 1 . Strobell of Newark. 
N. J., raises a question of practical im¬ 
portance at this time. Let ns have an 
expression of opinion about it. as he 
suggests. 

The official call for the national con¬ 
vention should be read at a meeting of 
every branch and the requirements for 
representation clearly understood by all 
members. 

.Make a note of Forman's prize ofTei 
for the biggest lists of new subscribers. 
But don't stop there. Start in now and 
work for that first prize, and don't for¬ 
get to say that you are in the race for a 
l-'orman prize. 

Comrade \ ictor L. Berger of the ex¬ 
ecutive board and editor of Der Wahr- 
heit, is visiting his parents in Conuccti 
cut, after many years' separa'tion, and 
inciilentally getting acquainted and help¬ 
ing the cause down east. 

Look out in next week's Herald for 
a special announcement relative to our 
first national campaign. We want to 
■■fire a shot" that will be heard through¬ 
out the land, don’t we? .Ml right: that 
is just what we are loading for. 

The following concludes the contri¬ 
butions to the Haverhill campaign 
fund: 

Boston (through M. JoHes)..-$3.85 

Everett (through T. P. Finnigan). 1.70 
Lynn (through E. Timson). 2.00 

Comrade .Mbert F. Forman of Mil¬ 
waukee saw that no one responded to 
the call for an organizer and went at it 
himself with a will. .-Xs a result of his 
efforts several new branches will be in¬ 
stituted. That’s the way to do it—just 
do it! 

,M 1 members at Rockville, v.onn., are 
urgently requested to attend the next 
joint meeting of Branches Nos. 4 and 
6, which will be held Sunday, Jan. 28, 
at Turner hall. There is important 
business, in which every one will be in¬ 
terested, to transact. 

How much effort is required to get 
five new subscribers to the Herald for 
one year? Come, now, honor bright, 
what arc you doing to extend the 
thought of Socialism? For five sub¬ 
scribers we will send free the "Pocket 
Library of Socialism." 

Comrade George Howie, Manchester. 
N. H., sustains his record as one of the 
Irulv unselfish and devoted workers for 
the cause. If there is something to be 
done for the organization, though a hun¬ 
dred miles of travel is necessary, Howie 
is there and the msk is accomplished. 

The branches should at once take up 
the question of representation at the na¬ 
tional convention, March 6; it will be 
too late too soon, if you don’t watch 
out. One of the first things that is abso¬ 
lutely necessary is to have membership 
dues paid up according to the decision 
by referendum. 

Branch -lo. 4, Chicago, will act as a 
temporary state committee for Illinois. 
The branch will arrange for special 
meetings twice a month, and a state or¬ 
ganizer and secretary will be chosen 
with power to push the work of organ¬ 
ization. All branches in the state will 
be called upon to furnish a little 
"jiower.” 

After Comrade Forman had decided 
upon his offer of prizes to increase the 
Herald's circulation, he got to thinking 
and concluded to add to the first prize a 
fifteen-volume edition of Charles Dick¬ 
ens’ complete works, worth $18. What 
do you think of his offer? Isn’t it gen¬ 
erous and worth striving for? Send in 
the biggest list between Feb. i and April 
30 and you will get the books. 

Comrade A. F. Forman of Milwau¬ 
kee offers to contribute three sets of 
'Iliomas Carlyle’s "French Revolution” 
(two volumes to the set) to whoever pro¬ 
cures the three largest lists of new sub¬ 
scribers to the Herald between Feb. i 
and April 30. Here is a chance for you 
to add a standard work to your library. 
'When sending in the names be sure and 
say that you are after Forman’s prize. 

Twelve new members were added to 
the roU of Branch No. 4. Chicago, last 


Friday night, and new officers elected as 
follows: Chairman, A. S. Edwards; 
vice chairman, C. A. Harrison; secre¬ 
tary, H. G. Conrad; treasurer, H. H. 
Frelich; organizer, James XVright. The 
branch meets on the first and third Fri¬ 
day of each month at Brotherhood 
house. 1541 Central boulevard. 

Delegate CreffeiitialH 

Credentials for delegates to the na¬ 
tional convention are now being sent 
out to the branch secretaries for the use 
of all members in good standing—that 
is. with dues paid up to March 30. 
Branch officers'should take pains to ex¬ 
plain to members that m (lursuance of 
the terms of the basis of representation 
no member is entitled to sign a dele¬ 
gate’s credential whose dues are not 
paid for' the current quarter. Creden¬ 
tials will be forwarded as fast as the 
membership dues are received at head¬ 
quarters. 

New llraiK’.lieM 

Four states—Ohio, Wisconsin, Colo¬ 
rado and Maryland—add five newly in¬ 
stituted branches to the roll for organ¬ 
ized Socialism this week, and the mails 
bring us intiinations of more on the 
way from all points of the compass. The 
new ones this time are located and olfi- 
cered as follows: 

GOLDFIELD. COLO. 

Chairman. X\'. H. Fechyew; vice 
chairman. H. F. Goiirley; secretary, 
C harles La Kamp: treasurer, Benjamin 
Hoch; organizer, Henry King. 

SHEBOYGAN. WIS. 

(i'liairnian. Josejih Sammer; vice 
chairman. .Xlb. E. Zwicner; .secretary, 
b red Greunc; treasurer, I’eter Erb; or¬ 
ganizer, M. Fitz. 

MILWAUKEE. WIS. 

Chairniaii. Cliarles Gregory; vice 
chairiiian, Frank Jummens; secretary, 
!■'. X\'. Diederich; treasurer. Max Hoef- 
cr; organizer, XX'illiam Flamm. 

BALTIMORE. MO. 

Chairniun. J. J. Carter; vice chair¬ 
man, Janies Fitzpatrick; secretary, Wil¬ 
liam .X. Toole; treasurer. George XX'oth ; 
organizer, Fred Behrcn. 

DELAWARE, OHIO. 

Chairman, XV. F. Tompson; vice 
chairman, J. S. Taylor; secretary, Jo- 
seiih .Xlatz; treasurer, W. E. Taylor. 

DebH at Oiitalia . 

Comrade E. X . Debs delivered his 
lecture, ■■Looking Forward." at Omaha 
Jan. II. The XVorld-Herald the next 
morning had this to say about him and 
his audience: 

■'The lecture was given under the au¬ 
spices of the Central Labor union oi 
this city. From pit to ‘gallery the house 
was packed by one of the most represen¬ 
tative audiences that could have been 
gathered together upon any occasion. 
I’roniinciit men and women of all pro¬ 
fessions and businesses; intellectual men 
and women of no particular profession 
or business; workingmen with iheir 
wives and working girls and working 
liovs were there, all gathered by the 
twofold impulse of seeing the man who 
is one of the foremost labor leaders of 
the day and of hearing a notably ear¬ 
nest and honest speaker, whose more 
iinpassioneil utterances are bursts of el¬ 
oquence, as his more motlerate words 
are filled with dry humor and -striking 
truths.” 

MiHHouri Moving 

A general meeting of all the branches 
will be held at Aschenbroedel hall, (104 
Market street, Sunday afternoon, Jan. 
21, at 2:30 p. m. Officers for the next 
six months will be elected. .-Xetion will 
probably be taken in regard to send¬ 
ing delegates to national convention. 
The city central committee, having 
been instructed to select a ward upon 
which to center our efforts, until we 
capture it, will recommend the Ninth 
ward. Other important matters are 
likely to be discussed. Comrades, do 
your duty and be present. You arc not 
doing your share of the work if you 
stay away from the meetings. 

"The outlook for the party in St. Louis 
was never better. Fourteen names have 
been added to our list of membership 
within the last four weeks. Socialist 
sentiment is spreading rapidly. .-Xll that 
is necessary is for our members to make 
a trifling effort to secure new members 
and we will go into the next campaign 
with a fine organization. A good at¬ 
tendance is expected on the 21st, and 
that meeting will probably mark the be¬ 
ginning of a lively- time in St. Louis. 

The state of Missouri will be well or¬ 
ganized fiy November. The two new 
branches—Birmingham and Liberal— 
were organized on the same day—Jan. 
6 . The branches at Poplar Bluff and 
Sheffield are in a flourishing condition 
and seven other points have promised to 
organize during the next few weeks. 
Missouri is the best field for organiza¬ 
tion in the country, and we are going to 
prove it. Comrade Gordon, who is now 
associate editor of the Appeal to Rea¬ 
son, is doing some effective work for 
us by writing to all Missouri Socialist 
workers, urging them to organize. We 
expect to give mm some speech-making 
to do in the southwestern counties soon. 

Comrade Hoehn will address a Ger¬ 
man mu^g near Washington, Frank¬ 
lin county. Mo., on the 20th. Look out 
for old Missouri. E. Val Putnam. 


NoUeea of Bnuieh HMtlniTs loMited for 
CenU per Mooth 


CALirORMlA 

Liberty Branch. San Francisco, holds public 
meetloffs every Sunday and W^nesday even- 
in^, commencing at 8. Admission free. 

Educational meetings (for members) every 
Tuesday evening. Sociology. Sconomics. Public 
Speaking, etc. 

Business meetings (for members) every Thurs¬ 
day evening. 

Merabemhlp. with advantage of Educational 
Course and Social Democratic Herald free to 
each member. 25 cents per month. 

Apply to tho •ecretsf). Jubu c:. Wesley, 117 Turk 
Street, 

Branch No. 1, Los Angeles, meets every Sun¬ 
day evening at 8 o'clock In the room of the Fri¬ 
day Morning Club. 33 qU South Broadway. F. H, 
am. President. C. C. Ford, S3 W. 37ih St.. Sec¬ 
retary. 

CO.NNECTICL’T. 

Brunch No. 3. New Haven, meets first and third 
Tuesdu.vs in the month, at 18S Stale St., at 8 

m. Cornelius Mahoney. Secretary, 166 Frank 

Hranch No 4. Borkrille. (*oan.. meetH tir»t and third 
Tbur»4lsy» nt Turn Hall tneetmtr onirn. ViUsse PireeU 
H*Acri«tsr}, Kiehsrd Nntierwerfer, Itux T6u. 

ILLINOIH. 

Meetings of Chicago Central Committee held 
regularly second and fourth Wednesdays of 
each month at Dr. J. H. Greer's ottlce, E2 Dear¬ 
born 8t. 

ISniiieh No. 1, Chicago, meets every Wednesday 
evening. Thomas Klrwin, Secretary, 2501 Weni- 
wi»rth Ave. 

Branch No. 3 (Bohemian), Chicago, meets sec¬ 
ond and fourth Sundays at 2 p. m. at Nagl's 
Hall, 525 Blue Island Ave. Vaclav Jellnek, Soc- 
reiury. Blue Island Ave. 

Branch No. 3, Chicago, meets Second and fouflh 
Monda>s of each month ut Jos. Dundras* placis 
lONO W. V.'h Place. Frank Ort, Secretary. 8611 
W. 18th Ki. 

Bruni'h No. 4. Chicago, meets every first and 
third Monday evening of the month at 2us St. 
Louis Av«-. Mrs. Mary Horgiin, Secretary, Hy5 
Fulton St. 

Branch No. 5. Chicago, meets second and 
fourth Sundays of each month at Frank Lang's. 
IIT W, IRih St. corner Jefferson St. Paul Chla- 
IMTka. Secretary. 47 ituble Hi. 

Branch No. 6 (German). Chicago, meets every 
first Saturday each month at K o'clock at Nagl's 
Hall, res BIgo Island Ave, near t8th St. Albln 
(Jelsler, Secn*iary. 726 W. 20ih 8l. 

Branch 'J, Chicago, meets at Lundquist Hall, 
comer Cist and Morgan Sts.. ev«‘ry first and 
third Thursday. S. 1... Westlne, SocreUiry. 6243 
Center Ave. 

I.NUIANA. 

Branch No, 6. Indlnna{K>Us. meets first Satur¬ 
day fvenlng and third Sunday ttfiernoon of each 
month fit Itelchwcin's Hall, corner .Market and 
Noble Sts. 

KENTUCKY 

Hraoch No. 2, C'siTiUKtoa, nrnetM fir-«t sad third Wed. 
D**MtnY ovoning:* Slid K'coud sod fourth Sundui sftwr 
. fKMmHof each mouth. Ail ngitatiitu niiH*tings except 
Isnt otie in month. (kkmI et.euke^^. Secn-tmry. F. ('. 
Stumpf. '201 hth «lre> t. 

MARYLAND. 

l^n 'ch No. 1. Baltimore, meets every Sunday 
at 8 p. m. at Car[>entcr's Hall. E. Baltimore 
St. Ihibllc Invited. 

Branch No. 2. Baltimore, meets every Monday 
at 8 p. ni. at 311 W. German St. F'runk Mareck. 
Secretary, 1408 N. Gay St. 

MASHACHL’SETTS. 

The Massachusetts State Committee meets the 
first Saturday of each month at 724 W'a.shington 
St.. Boston. All dues and moneys Intended for 
the State Committee should be sent to the 
financial secretary, A. McDonald, KM W. Spring- 
field St., Boston. All other correspondence 
should be nddr«*ssed to the Corre.spondlng Sec¬ 
retary, Margaret Haile, 3 Glenwood St., Box- 
bury. 

Brunch No. 2. Holyoke, meets second and 
fourth Mrtndays of each month at Springdale 
Turner Hull. H. Schllchtlng. Organizer, • 30 
James St. 

Branch No. 5. Lynn, permanent headquarters, 
32 Summer St., near Market 8l. Business meet¬ 
ing every Monday night at 7:30 p. ra. Open 
house. Public invited. E. W, Timson, Flnan- 
; clal Secretarj’-Treasurer. 3 Albany 8l. 

liranch No. V, Hrtfcktou. the .■s»C4>Dtl aud fourth 

TueMl«>'» <if each niooili »t H p. m. for noBiocss at 
SociellFit Hal], Clnrk's corner Main and ('enter 

StM. Kverj n«>mradH is 6 X 0600 x 1 to Httend one meeiiug 
a luooth. r raak S. Wal»h. Secretary. 6'2 t'rearent St. 

Branch No. 15, East Boston, meets every' Mon¬ 
day at 8 p. m. at 99 Chelsea St. iUss Jenny 
Segal, Secretary. 99 Chelsea St. 

Branch No, 18, Newbury’port, meets the second 
Mondav of each month at Luster's Hull. 1 State 


OFFICIAL CALL 

Anaual Convrntlou of the HtM*!*! Drmocmtlc 
I’arijr. March O. ItfOU 

In accorilaiicc with the action of the 
members in determining the time and 
place for the national cunvention of the 
•Social Democratic party in 1900, the 
National Executive board of said party 
tlirects that said national convention be 
held at the city of Indianapolis, in the 
state of Indiana, for the purpose of nomi¬ 
nating candidates for president and vice- 
president of the United States, to be 
voted for at the presidential election on 
Tuesday, Nov. 6, 1900, ^(id for the trans¬ 
action of such other business as may 
properly come before it, and that said 
convention shall assemble at 10 o’clock 
in the forenoon on Tuesday, the 6th day 
of March, 1900. 

The representation at said convention 
will be by delegates, chosen in accord¬ 
ance with the referendary vote of tht- 
members and reported in this number of 
Tile Herald, as follows: 

First—Each branch shall be entitled 
to as many representatives as the indi¬ 
vidual members thereof in good stand¬ 
ing may select for that puipose; pro-- 
viiled, that each representative shall he 
entitled to one (l) vote for each mem¬ 
ber whose signature is attached to his 
credential; and provided further, that 
no member shall have his signature at¬ 
tached to more than one credential. 

Second—Branches not sending their 
own representatives may select those of 
other branches of the same state to rep¬ 
resent them; provided, that in each 
such case the representative shall hold 
the proper credential With the signa¬ 
tures of members attached as herein 
provided. 

Third—No member shall be qualified 
to serve as representative or entitled to 
representation who has not been a mem¬ 
ber of the parg at least thirty (30) days 
prior to the opening day of the conven¬ 
tion. 

Fourth—All sigpiatures of members 
attached to credentials shall be certified 
to by the chairman or secretary of their 
respective branches. 

Fiftli—The national secretary shall 
furnish each branch with a sufficient 
number of blank credentials for the pur¬ 
pose herein specified. 

With the hope that the deliberations 
and action of &is convention, an event 
of historic importance in the develop- 


81 - Secreuury, » Winter 'St. 

Q. B; Svuu, Treuurer, Prince Place. 

Brai^b No. ^ Chelsea, permanent headquar¬ 
ters. Room 2, Fostofflee Building. Open every 
evening. Business meetings every Tliunidav at 
8 p. m. Public Invited. 

KUIMKSOTA 

BMch 1, Red Lake Falls, meeu every other 
Bunchy In real estate oflloe of Fi^ Geoeweln. 
on Main St. Wm. H. Randal, Secretary. 
MISSOURI. 

_ Su L^uls headquarters, Room 7. 28 N. Fourth 
Bt. Addreas all communications to B. Val Put¬ 
nam, 8ecreiar>'. For Information concerning 
w’^ branches. Inquire at the above address. 

Branch No. 7, Kansas City, meeu every 
Tuesday at 8 p. m. at 1800 Union Ave. Q j 
Slont. Secreuiy*. U30 W. 9ih 8L 

NEW JERSEY 

Branch No. 1. SvcteUrj. Michael W. Schor. 87 Lle- 

tOgatOB St. 

Branch No. t (German). Paterun, N. J., meet. 

Hall, 

njMd 8iu "'***^*^ bi.,Karl Linder, Beccetary, 240 Ed- 

NKW YORK. 

Central Agitation Committee of 
vlclntty meets first and 
ie'Xr every month In Wllzlg's Hall 

Elizabeth H. Thomas, Becreiurv 

East Side Branch, No. 1, New York, meets 
every ft«t and third Thursday at 112 Clinton 
Si. A. Guyer, Secretary. 1(3 Sufif.jlk St. 

Branch No. 8, 34th Assembly District, meeU 
Wednesdays of the month at 
Centr^ Hall, l(iG9 2d Ave. Honry Lang, Secre¬ 
tary. 324 E. OOih St. 

Branch No. 4. West Side Branch, New York 
meclK second and fourth Tuesdays of ever\' 
month at headquarters. 189 W. 99th St. Eliza¬ 
beth H. Thttmas. Secretary. 

Branch No. 10. 4th Assembly District, meets 
every first and third Wednestlay of the month 
at the rooms of The A'olce of LaboiL 423 Qmnd 
Jacob Panken, Organiser, 139 Division St. 

Branch No. 12, Brooklyn, headquarters, 251 
ilutledge St. Meets every third Thursday at 
8:16 sharp. All prniions Interested are invited to 
ultf'nd these meetings and co-opemte In organ- 
h»cal,branches In every dlRtrii't in the city. 
xN ni. Buischvr, Svcreiary, £•! Hutledge St. 

Branch No. 20. New York. 28ih Assembly Dis¬ 
trict. nicetH first and third Thursday.^ of each 
month at Faulhabcr’s Hall, IBSI Second Ave. 

R. Hopi>e, Secretary. 328 E. HOih St. 

OHIO. 

, J*«(nch No. 2, Cleveland, mcetn In Ohlsen's 
Hall, (« lork St., second and fourth Sundays at 
3 p. m. [..eciurf'S, dlHcusslons. bunincss meet¬ 
ing.-. first and third FYldays at 8 p. m. 

Branch No. 3. Cleveland, meets first and third 
Suuda.vH In each month at 8 p. m. In Ohlsen's 
•H.all. (w lork St. liecturcs and discusHinnH. 

Branch No. 4. Cincinnati, moelk at Richelieu 
Iran, southeast corner 9ih and Plum Sts., sec- 
oinl and fourth Sundays In each month at 2:30 
p. m. I.,«-clurcs and dlsc’usslons. Public In¬ 
vited. Cha.H. D. Linsley, Secretary, 1913 8. Au¬ 
burn St. 

Br.utch No. 8. Cincinnati, meets every second 
and fourth Saturday in Workingmen's Hall, 1316 
WalantSc F. Hain**l. e# r lary, (804 F iatr. St 

Branch No. 11. German. Columbus. Ed Greln- 
»‘r. Secretary. 806 Mohawk St. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Branch No. 2. Eric, met^ts every Saturday afi- 
716 State St. Chas. 

Chairman. Geo. B. Laird. Si'cretary. 
225 \\. 5lh 81. ' * 

Branch No. 4. I>ltUburg. meets everv Thurs¬ 
day evening at 7:30 p. m. at Funk Hall,-8. 24th 
and Josephine Sts. W. Bohn. I»resldenl. 241 Ad¬ 
dison Si. J. H. Ia'wIs, Secretary. 2318 Jane St. 

Branch No. S (Jewish), Philadelphia, meeu 
every Friday at 614 S. 3d St. at 7:30. Discussion 
from S to 9. J, Qearson, Secretary. 

WISCONSIN. 

Milwaukee Central Comnflttee meets on the* 
month at 8 p. m. sharp at 
MS L, Water St. Eugene H. Rooney, Secretary. 
John Doerfler, Treasurer. 

Branch No. 1. Milwaukee, meets ever>' second 
jfDurth Tuesday evening of the month at 
the Ethical 8i>ciety Building, S&S Jefferson 8t. 

\ Isitors always welcome. Howard Tuttle, 
Chairman,.^ Eugene H. Rooney, Seertetary. 

Branch No, 2, Milwaukee, meets every second 
and fourth Saturday In CJeaike's Half, corner 
Green Bay and Coneordia Ave. 

Branch No. 3. Sheboygan, meets every fourth 
Thursday of the month'at Gustav Burgard's 
Hall on Pennsylvania Avo. R. Schoen, Secre- 
iary-Trra»urer, 8. l2th St. , 

Branch No. 4. Milwaukee, meets ever>' first 
and third Friday each month at Meller's Hall, 
corner 23d and Brown Sts. George Moerschel. 
Secretary, 891 2Sth St. 

Branch No. 9. Milwaukee, meets every fourth 
Friday of the month at R. Slgel's Hall, south¬ 
east comer Orchard St. and 9th Ave. Fred 
Brockhausen, Secretary, 781 WIndlake Ave.'t 

Branch No. 11. MUw’aukee, meets the second 
Wednesday of each month at the ofBce of the 
Wisconsin Vorw'aerts, 614 State St. 

Branch No. 12. Milwaukee, meets every first 
u!. I third Thursday of each month at Peter- 
Ic». Hall. 717 Center St., at 8 p. m. John Koep- 
for. Secretary. 


mem of Socialism in the United Slates, 
m y redound to the credit of the dele¬ 
gates and ihe glory of our cause, frat- 
icrnally Jesse Cox, Chainnari. 

Seymour Stedman, Secretary. 

Wrath Chaiigred to Laughter 

■Xn instance of the quick change of a 
crowd from anger and iiidignation to 
the best of good humor was given yes¬ 
terday afternoon, dirring the lecture of 
i.ugene X . Debs, says the Kansas City 
Star. During the first part of Mr, Debs' 
lecture he was ,niuch annoyed half- a 
dozen tiines by some one in the audi¬ 
ence who seemed to be shouting an ob¬ 
jection to his statements. Mr. Debs en¬ 
dured the interruption patiently for a 
while, but finally stopped and said; "If 
the gentleman in the audience, who is 
interrogating me will please put his 
(ptestion now, I will try to answer it. 
Then 1 l.oue he will let me finish with¬ 
out interruption.’’ Instantlv a hundred 
voices sh(5uted: "Put him out I Put 
hint out 1” and a score of angry men 
jumped to their feet, looking around for 
the interrupter. The cries of "Put him 
out" grew louder and more angry. But 
Mr. Debs shouted: "Let the man 
alone; let him speak if he wishes.” The 
cries were silenced and the hall grew 
still. Then out of the stillness came a 
long hiccough and a thick voice—the 
voice—the voice of the interrupter—re- 
m;irked: ‘'This ain’t no church meet- 
in'." It was the remark he had been 
trying to make for a quarter of an hour. 

The audience, angry as they had been 
before, began to grit;. The grin spread 
wider and wider, chuckles began to 
break the silence, then everybody burst 
into one long, uncontrollable volley of 
laughter. 

The interrupter, having delivered him¬ 
self, was satisfied and kept silence dui^ 
ing the rest of the meeting. 

PROPAGANDA FUND 
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were issued, I discovered that member¬ 
ship in either the Knights of Labor or 
the Western Federation of Miners was 
enough to disqualify an applicant. 

What ail this means is simply this: 
Mines in the Coeur d’Alene district are 
so managed that their owners and the 
state admit that they can only be manned 
by the aid of federal troops and under 
the constant supervision of the state. A 
whole country is kept as far from self- 
government under our constitution as is 
Zanzibar. There is no longer a pretense 
of observing American principles or 
methods. The employers control the 
troops and the troops run the district. 

That seems to be the’latest contribu¬ 
tion of the United States to the history 
of the nineteenth century. Its correc¬ 
tion might well be the first duty of the 
twentieth.—Willis J. Abbot, in Chicago 
Journal. 


right to ask them to be shaken in their 
course. Rather should you strengthen 
them in their resolve by joining their 
party at once. 

For many weeks I have gpven this 
matter the most careful and impartial 
thought. For no body of men in the 
United States have I kindlier feelings 
than for the rank and file of the extreme 
faction of the Socialist party, for I know 
them to be unselfish, though misguided. 
But their position is untenable, and they 
eventually must fall. And so I can 
think of no good reason why comrades 
dissatisfied with that party should not 
become Social Democrats at once. I 
can find no reason why a new party 
should be formed. But of one thing 1 
am, and we can all be, certain, and that 
is that great harm is being done to our 
common cause by these unhappy divi¬ 
sions. Therefore, in concluding, I urge 
all Socialists to give this matter full and 
immediate attention. 

Los Angeles, Cal. 


THE STRUGGLE IN THE 
RANKS OF SOCIALISM 


iiM^TTAruPB muRDoeiaunoncuuMuoD. Av 

^ But* ftlMUMi in Mi*- 
,»<k;ulist» •oori TOtM oMt for Umi can* 

didoU* of tbo BoeUl Demoeratie Partj in mrtIy oTiTT 
o^iaotY lo Um StAte. 

Id almoot oTory oommuoity a thoronch^ wido-AW^o 
*ild DAraMt SMUlilt, wito UitlA AXATUCA, oolild* in 
Miu«T Tuev on# WAik AlfMt th# orfAnuADon 

of o BrAneb of tbo SommaI Dtmo- 

OoolArAtioo of PrixKdplM And PoUtienl DomAodi 
o.* tbii pAx^ will bo foond In tbU OApor: roAd it And 
IlDTAMPAnMIAIMA 1^0 pArtj U A 

A« foeb in tb) IntAmAtioiiAlinoTAmAol for soeiAutin. 
Tbo triumph of th# Sooimlift oaom, which U tb« 
CAQM of tb# world domocniey. raqairot ornnltAtioD, 
ncMAABATio witboDt it DOthinM oad bt 

AAe!2iyjmrkM AeoompUtbAd: thi« pArty U eon* 

OR6ANIZAT10N trollAd by no indiTidoAl nor by 

Any Mt of iodivldnAl* •hort of iU ADtirA mAmbAnhip 
tbroucb the rAforAodom. 

TbA yAAr 1900 will be oda of crAAt nod fAr-roAohioi im* 
portAOOA to tbA pAople And AApecUlly to tbo intAlliffAot, 
ruis VCAB'C WAAltb*prodocio« pAOplA of tbA 

rAMpfieu UoitAd SutAs; thp UtUr bAVA 

CAMPAIGN tomly by tbU timA bAcnn to aaa 

tbA fatillty of Any lonjrAr giyi^ tnpport to cApitAliAtic 
pArtioA. 

SooiAliatA tboald bATA aa tbAir mAin objACt in 1900 tbA 
polling of Avery yotp poAtiblA for atrAignt And nncom* 
nnoAMiyp promiiing SooiAlum, And to do 

ipuPBr vnii I ivp this tbA oo-opAration of ATory nn* 
WHtHE TOU LIVE attAcbAd SocUlUt in tbA work of 
orgAnisAtion, wborA bo Utm, it da c a ai ait* 

TbA SooIaI DABOorAtie Party it now otvaniiAd in morA 
than half tba Statat; it oonrittA of LooaI BrancbAti 
uniM 8 taU Union* and a National 


By dAA. T. Van BaaotalAAr 

The Socialist factions, about evenly 
divided in numbers, three factions, hold¬ 
ing separate Socialist meetings eveiy 
Sunday evening in San Francisco and 
Los Angeles—this is the pleasant infor¬ 
mation 1 have to report from California. 
Now, comrades, are we wise in allow¬ 
ing these divisions to sap our strength? 
In the election of 1898, with the excep¬ 
tion, possiblv, of Massachusetts, Cali¬ 
fornia polled' the largest Socialist vote, 
in proportion to its population, of any 
state in the Union. We all know of the 
great growth in Socialist sentiment 
since then, and many of us believe that 
with a strong Socialist party in the field 
we can command a vote of from 20,000 
to 40.000 in 1900. 

I submit that such a party is now in 
the field. Further than this, 1 submit 
that it is only from an entirely mistaken 
point of view—an entire misunderstand¬ 
ing of the true struggle in the Socialist 
Labor party—that two of the factions 
are not already one and actually draw¬ 
ing in numbers from the third. 

To make my point clear, let me ask 
you to banish from your mind all preju¬ 
dice. all personal animosity, all theoret¬ 
ical views of taxation, and all individual 
ideas as to constitutional procedure. 
Unless you do, it will be impossible to 
get at the truth, for beneath all the bit¬ 
terness and vituperation lies a principle 
over which both factions of the Socialist 
Labor party are striving, and of the true 
nature of which, at least so far as I can 
jutlge, both seem equally in i^orancc. 

.Any one joining that party is always- 
struck by its correct theory and impos¬ 
sible practice. There we find a nearly 
perfect economic platform, which is be¬ 
ing urged upon the people by the most 
absurd, discourteous and impracticable 
tactics. Lord Bacon said: "They be 
the best chirurgeoiis which, being 
learned, incline to the traditions of ex¬ 
perience, or, being empirics, incline to 
the methods of learning.” And, by con¬ 
tradistinction, it might be said of the 
Socialist Labor party that no body of 
men ever seemed less inclined “to the. 
traditions of experience” or "to the 
methods of learning.” 

It is this indifference to tlie traditions 
of experience, this self-centered view 
that they alone possess the truth, that 
has led the leaders of that party into 
the ultra-individualism which is rapidly 
developing the grave errors of bigotry 
and intolerance. Instead of adapting 
their policy to hew demands made by a 
growth in numbers, these leaders have 
actually become more and more intol¬ 
erant. "until now their whole organiza¬ 
tion is on the verge of dissolution. 

But .what is the fundamental error 
which is tearing the party to pieces? I 
think the Rev. B. Fay Mills brought 
this out pretty clearlv in the Arena. 
ITiere he said": "The Socialist Labor 
party has almost an ideal program. It 
occupies in relation to the social ques¬ 
tion the position of-the more radical of 
the old .Abolitionists in the days before 
the war. It is possessed of a heroic en¬ 
thusiasm. and it appears to have en¬ 
gendered the power and sacrifice that 
accompany the birth of a religion. But, 
in strange contrast, it seems to be prac¬ 
tically without soul! It seems to aim 
exclusively at the establishment of an 
economic "democracy, and lacks the vital 
conception of rational, unselfish spirit¬ 
uality.” Here is the whole trouble. In¬ 
stead of building on a sure foundation, 
which is ethical as well as economic, the 
founders of the Socialist Labor party 
eliminated the ethical and built solely 
on the economic. Hence we have a 
house built upon the sand. 

The weakness of such a position can 
best be made plain by reference to law. 
Now, government is both founded and 
sustained by law, which is of two kinds 
—(i) the law of things and (2) the law 
oi morals. The law of things is based 
solely on the existence of private prop¬ 
erty. -As Socialists propose to do away 
with private property, they equally pro¬ 
pose to eliminate the law of things. This 
can only be done by enhancing the law 
of morals.. 

But only in its relation to Social 
Democrats am I interested in the strug¬ 
gle, and the point I wish to make in 
their regard is diis—that the Social 
Democratic party is founded on both 
an ethical and economic basis. Com¬ 
rades in the Socialist Labor party, 
you cannot put new wine into old 
bottles. You are forced by a fight 
for principle—the principle of Social¬ 
ism, as opposed to the principle of an¬ 
archism—to leave your party. You 
want to retain a little of the old bottles. 
To accomplish this purpose you ask us 
to form with you a new party. We can¬ 
not do it. We aim "at the establish¬ 
ment of an economic democracy,” but 
we aim to do-so with a "vital concep¬ 
tion oi rational, unselfish spirituality.” 
You wish that conception dimmed. You 
have no right to ask it. Social Demo¬ 
crats in no sen.se can favor anarchy. 
They advocate pure and unadulterated 
Socialism. They stand on an absolutc- 
jy^firm ethical and economic foundation. 
They propose to do away with the law 
of things by substituting for it an en¬ 
hanced law of morals, and you have no 
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AN END OF THE 

CENTURY OUTRAGE 


The Social DOiiocratlc Partjr of America do* 
clarea that life, liberty and happlneaa for every 
man, woman and child are conditioned upon 
equal political and economic rtgbta. 

That private ownership of the means of pro* 
duction and distribution of wealth has caused 
society to split Into two distinct classes, with 
contllctlnir interests, the small possessing class 
of capitalists or exploiters of the labor force of 
others and the ever*lncreaBing large dispos¬ 
sessed class of wage-workers, who are deprived 
of the soclally-due share of their product. 

That capitalism, the private ownership of the 
means of production. Is responsible for the In¬ 
security of subsistence, the poverty, misery and 
degradation of the ever-growing majority of 
our people. 

That the same economic forces which have 
produced and now intensify the capitalist sys¬ 
tem. will compel the adoption of Socialism, the 
collective ownership of the means of production 
for the common good and welfare, or result in 
the destruction of civilisation. 

That the trade union movement and Inde¬ 
pendent political action are the chief emanci¬ 
pating factors of the working class, the one 
represontlng its economic, the other Its political 
wing, and that both must co-operate to abolish 
the capitalist system of production and distri¬ 
bution. 

Therefore, the Bodal Democratic Party of 
America declares Its object to be the establish¬ 
ment of a system of co-operative production 
and distribution thraugh the restoration to the 
people of all the means of production and dis¬ 
tribution, to be administered by organized soci¬ 
ety In the Interest of the whole people, and the 
complete emancipation of society from the dom¬ 
ination of capitalism. 

The wage-workers and all those in sympathy 
with their historical mission to realise a higher 
civilisation should sever connection with all 
capitalist and reform j>arties and unite with 
the Social Democratic Party of America. 

The control of political power by the Social 
Democratic Party will be tantamount to the 
abolition of capltallam and of all class rule. 

The solidarity of labor connecting us with 
millions of class-conscious fellow-workers 
throughout the civilised world will lead to In¬ 
ternational Socialism, the brotherhood of man. 

As steps In this direction, we make the fol¬ 
lowing demands: 

1. Revision of our antiquated Federal Con¬ 
stitution. In order to remove the obstacles to 
full and complete control of government by all 
the people. Irrespective of sex. 

2. The public ownership of all industries con¬ 
trolled by monopolies, trusts and combines. 

I. The public ownership of all railroads, tele¬ 
graph. telephone, all means of transportation, 
communication, water-works, gas and electric 
plants, and other public utilities. 

4. The public ownership of all gold, silver, 
copper, lead, iron, coal and all other mines: 
also of all oil and gas wells. 

5. Reduction of the hours of labor in propor¬ 
tion to the Increasing facilities of production. 

G. The inauguration of a system of public 
works and improveuenta for the employment of 
a large number of the unemployed, the public 
credit to be utilised for that purpose. 

7. All useful Inventions to be free to all, the 
Inventor to be remunerated by the public. 

8 . * l,abor legislation to be made national. In¬ 
stead of local, and international where possible. 

9. National Insurance of working people 
against accidents, lack of employment and want 
In old age. 

10 Equal civil and political rights for men 
and women, and the abolition of all laws dis¬ 
criminating against women. 

II. The adoption of the Initiative and Refer¬ 
endum. and the right of recall of representa¬ 
tives by the voters, 

12. Abolition of war as far as the United 
States are concerned and the introduction of 
International arbitration Instead. 


A few weeks ago I was riding slowly 
and most uncomfortably through the 
state of Idaho on a mixed train, learn¬ 
ing for myself how great were the dis¬ 
comforts of travel a score of years ago, 
before the dining-car and the sleeping- 
car arrived to ameliorate them. In the 
wretched little caboose in which I rode 
there were but few passengers, and most 
of them were so affected by their dismal 
state that they sat silent and sullen, re¬ 
fusing to respond to any overtures for 
acquaintance. 

One young fellow, clean shaven, alert 
and intelligent, attracted my attention, 
and presently we fell into conversation. 
He was American bom, but of Swedish 
parents, and had a slight foreign accent 
and a certain simplicity of mind which 
does not often appear in the thorough 
•American. He was going to the Coeur 
d'.Alene mining district, he said, to get a 
job. I was going there myself to study 
the conditions under which men got and 
held jobs, and so I questioned him rather 
closely. He was not a member of a labor 
union, was a stranger in the west, and 
practically “broke.” That is, he con¬ 
fided to me that he had money enough 
to pay for one night's lodging at Wal¬ 
lace, the county seat, and for his stage 
fare to the nearest mining camp. 

We disembarked together at Wallace, 
and the next morning I saw him board 
a ramshackle stage for the camp at 
Burke. Two days later he turned up 
again, mud to his knees, unkempt and 
footsore. 

“Hello,” I said, “didn’t you find that 
job?” 

He swore viciously. 

"Job—yes!” he said. "Tltere’s plenty 
of jobs out there, but a fellow has to 
come down here and get a permit to 
look for work before anybody dares to 
hire him. I spent all my money getting 
out there, and had to walk back. Now 
I have to go up to the state office and 
get a* permit and then walk back again. 
What kind of an American place is this, 
anyhow?” 

'I'hat was not my first introduction to 
the new system of state regulation of 
employment in Idaho, for I had read 
before of the intelligent plan of making 
every man who wanted work in Sho¬ 
shone county get a permit from the gov¬ 
ernor's representative to go and look for 
it. It was. however, one of the most 
striking illustrations that came to me of 
the hardships that the system entailed. 

Ciirionsly enough, the plan has been 
forced upon the county by the very in¬ 
fluences which last week wrecked two 
hanks in Boston, caused a panic in Wall 
street, ruined scores of speculators and 
almost stopped the course of business in 
the nation. 

-A certain mine at Wardner, Idaho, is 
owned by the Standard Oil crowd. For 
years it has been a "non-union” mine, 
while the other mines in the district were 
unionized. It paid wages more than $3 
a week less than those of its competitors 
and naturally became a menace to the 
welfare of all miners in the district. 
One day a gang of men went down to 
the mine and blew up its concentrator. 
Standard Oil influence at Boise City 
and Washington was strong enough to 
cause a speedy declaration of martial 
law, and since that time—eight months, 
now—the whole county has been under 
military domination. 

For some time men were arrested ar¬ 
bitrarily and kept in a stockade for 
months without warrant or trial. That 
has been stopped now, but the authority 
still remains to renew the practice if the 
whim of the commanding officer shall 
suggest it. Martial law exists in the 
Coeur d’Alene now, though it is admin¬ 
istered mildly. It was under martial law 
that my traveling companion was com¬ 
pelled to get a permit before the em¬ 
ployer he found could give him work. 

■fhe purpose of this syMem is to drive 
out of the district all men associated with 
organized labor. Before getting a per¬ 
mit to look for work the man must fore¬ 
swear allegiance to any union. It is 
true that the form of the application does 
not mention by name any union, and 
apparently does not demand anything 
except a promise to avoid association 
with criminal and disorderly organiza¬ 
tions, but the man who issues the per¬ 
mits is not so cautious as the verbiage 
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